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TIIE HOT LOOP 

We were still pretty close to home, though. I don't mean close 
to it in miles, but in our minds. Later on it became kind of an unreal 

dream, like the Army is now when you look back at it. 

There we were, five months in the Army and calling ourselves 

veterans. We still had a long way to go, and the second stop on the 

route that had just begun was on a hillside near Slagle, Louisiana, 

on the 3rd and 4th of July, where the 383rd bivouacked prior to join­

ing the second phase of maneuvers. 
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WE'LL NEVER GO OVERSEAS 

T
HE things I remember best about that train ride from Ft. Bliss to

Louisiana arc the stretch of wild country southeast of El Paso, the 

watermelons in San Antonio, the oil fields in eastern Texas and the 

fact that every time we met a troop train which was headed west 

and told its occupants that we were on our way to Louisiana they gave 

way to maniacal laughter and promptly handed out the longest, sad­

dest stories about woodticks, snakes and spiders that it was ever my 

misfortune to listen to. 

By the time I got to Leesville it was the Fourth of July. Ibt! 
Man, it was twenty degrees cooler than Ft. Bliss but it seemed twenty 

times as hot. I mean it. This was the kind of heat that stuck to you. 

In Bliss you could find a shady place and it was cool. Here there was 

all the shade we wanted, but it was just as hot there as it was in 

the sun. 

We moved to a hill near Slagle and if that wasn't the damndest, 

saddest mess I ever saw! Morale was so low that the snakes were 

crawling over it and we were all happy to get away from there and 

on to the current phase of maneuvers. 

Unfortunately, maneuvers didn't help. Everybody seemed to be 

'lS confused as I was, including the officer who ran around telling 

everyone to camounage and then had his two orderlies spread his 

white bedsheets out to dry. 

Whoever ran a higher headquarters than the 383rd decided that 

a little intensive review training was necessary and we went into a 

bivouac area near Camp Polk. We tool< hikes and had all kinds of 
dasses. Then they came around to give us a test to see if we were 
tit to again take part in maneuvers. One of the questions was, "HO\v 

do you locate the North Star?", to which the Dog Battery Clerk re­

plied, "I wouldn't know, Sir, I'm in Personnel." 

It must have been the right answer, because we went back on the 
next phase. 

An interesting thing happened while were in that bivouac area, 
hough. One night Leesville was combed from end to end and the 
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TIIE IIOT LOOP 

of the 383rd. I lost count of the number of times the I.rain broke 
down. I do remember that \\·e'd made excursions into the immediate 
country side every time it did and nobody worried about being left 
behind, figuring it was an easy matter to outrun the train in case it 
started up again. 

Remember the painful results the first time you kicked an ant 
hill? They tell me that the arts are the best architects in the world 
and they had perfected a material better than concrete. Wallabys 
capered in the fields along the way, but we were taking them for 
granted by now, too tired and discouraged to pay much attention to 
anything. 

On the ninth of December we arrived at Townsville and Arm­
strong Paddock. Right away we got into the swing of things. Physi­
cal training, aircraft recognition and the first moonlight requisitions. 
With the glorious memory of Sydney still in our mmds, our spirits 
sank even lower. 

On the afternoon of D2cember 24th t,vo notable events occurred. 
\\'e moved to Camp Cluden \\'est and the first mail arrived. 

I didn't hear any carols the next day. The sun was hot, we were 
all tired and even though the cooks made a valiant effort it was a far 
cry from the kind of Christmases we'd known before. 

Right away it was decided that Camp Cluden West would be the 
garden spot of dear olcl Queensland. We couldn't figure out why the 
tent floors had to be a crrtain number of inches off the ground, but 
discovered the reasons when the rains came. Joe DeSico and Baker 
Battery outdid everyone this time. Although even I wasn't able to 
discover all the details, somehow the Baker Battery tents had floors 
of tongue and groove lumber. 

Then, with Camp Cluden West properly beautified, we started to 
train again. We reviewed all the basic training, ran the sniper course 
(where Roger Seib was slightly wounded), learned how to load mul­
tiple caliber .50 machine guns into C-47's, and, it says here, the cooks 
learned ho,\ to prepare dehydrated foods. They went to a cooking 
school at Brisbane and-let's give them a break. They hadn't seen 
a dehydrated rgg befor•e, either. 

It \Vas at Townsville that the 383rd finally got around to ackno\vl­
edging me. They even named th<' newspapC'r after me until someone 
decided, later, that having my picture plastered on all the guns and 
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WE'LL I\EVER GO 1:--JTO C0:\1BAT 

v0hicles was honor rnough, ancl switched the paper's name to the 
"Hot Loop." 

Malaria control was a serious thing and we'd all heard enough 

about malaria to believe, for once, what the Medics said. 

On the tenth of January ,ve celebrated Activation Day. The 

3.�3rd was officially one year old. :Major General Marqum·t helped

1s celebrate it. We had a big parade and the rest of day was de­
voted to competitive athletics, with Dog Bnttery the winner.

Out in the Townsville harbor there lies a hunk of land known 

a" :Vlagnetic Island. This island became a "D-Day" for us every 
week-end. We were anti-aircraft troops \\ ithout anti-aircraft guns, 
so we had training in infantry tactics. Surprisingly enough, this 
didn't start any rumors of consequence. We learned a lot from those 
'Taids" on Magnetic Island, though. Among other things, that listen­
ing posts should never be established near a \\·aterfall, and that if 
you were "killed" in the first part of the problem you got a couple 
of hours extra rest. 

There were also hikes through the mosquito-infested hills, scout-
111:� classes, for which three men were chosen from each gun section, 
,rnd classes on the progress of thr war in the Southwest Pacific. Since 
t that time the war wasn't progressing very rapidly in that particular 

theatre it is no wonder that we adopted rather a dismal outlook. 

The country swTounding Townsville, \\ ith its collrct ion of strange 
birds, beasts and reptiles, was further depressing, so we sought our 
< \\ n little diversions. 

Included in this category were the Saturday night beer parties, 
t ·1e race track across the road, various potent mixtures of Australian 
I quids and, occasionally, just wandering around Townsville. 

Speaking of beer, remember the time it was stolen? And how 
, JOUt the Battery Commander who tw·ned back his moonlight requi­
sitions for even more beer? And, of course, the two maids from 
Townsville who lived, however bl'iefty, near the railroad station? 

There was also that goat somebody named Elmer, who went 
w·mdering around the area with ''383" in red paint on both sides. 
We passed the true test of sophistication, too, by waving merrily to 
the early morning train passengers as we sat on our high, holed 
seats or wandered toward the shower clad in a loose towel and GI 
shoes. 
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IIOT LOOP 

Sl'lll1rs, F loyd W., Pfr.
St>tlock, Stc1phen D., P fr. 
S

l
awe1', ,Joseph, J>fr. 

Smie;it•lski, Mattht>\\ J., J>fr.
Smith, Hen ry B., J>fe., assigned :,m ::\Iar •13
Todd, William J .. J> fe  . .  assig n e d  2 0  Aug •M
T

l'O UP< '. Lincoln, Pfc.
\

T
l'l ko,·erh, Louis, Pk., transfc•tTl'd 8 ,Ja n 13

Walker, i\Iaxic j\l., Pfc., trans f<.' r r ecl 12 Dec '11
\\'arncnwnt, Eug ene C., Pfc. 

\\'h
i

te, R ay\\'., Pfr. 
\\'i

l
liams, Harold D., P

fc
. 

\\'ilms, Robert I<, Pf<:. 
B reaux, Simon, Pvi., assigrwd ;3 Aug 11 
Bros srrct, Walter J., P,·t., tr a nsfcrr ro  2:J Jun 41Co

r
t0r, Dav id, P\'t. 

Costa. C0za1·, Pvt., assigned 20 Aug t I
Couser, David L., Pvt., transferred 7 Sep 4 3
Da vis, Donald M. ,  Pvt ., assigned 3 Aug ·H 
D�lmas, William II., Pvt., killed in act ion 8 .Ja n•13 

Gn•en, Juni or 0., P\'t., assigned 20 Aug J4
Hampton, Clau d0 B. ,  Pvt.. as sicmed 20 Aug

44 
1 [o ff ma n , .Jamc•s, Pvt. 
Inman , Charles J, P\t., transferred 2 Ap1· 4'>
Kelso, Frank H. J1· .. trans fc•n·e d  27 :\ fay 41
Ki\ land, \\'i llJe r·t P ., P\'t.

Krn
c
ger, Earl S., Pvt, kill ed in HC'tion 3 Jan 45

Lucas, Hobert D .. P\'t., killed in a ctio n  3 Ja n  '1 5M
a
llinak, Edward ,J., P\'t.

Mark s, A llen E., Pvt. , tran sferred 11 .J un 13
M

ill
s p augh, Hobert G., P \·t. l\Jelso n. Arthw· II.. P, t.

Sc
h

eib, Ben ja min l\J., Pvt.
Tn·gellis. Jo hn S .. Pvt.
Weir Rober t Jr . ,  P\'t. 
\

Yih
;�n. Harry D., P\'t., transfer1·<'d 2 G  J u l  44 

Woodford, William:\ .. P\'t.Zin k
, 

Edw ar·
d 

E 
.. P,· t.,

 
tr

ansferred 2
5 Aug 44

l CG

A

W

A R DS AND DECORATIONS
LEGIO:\' OF i\1EHIT 

2ncl Lt. Dalton L. Ki n.i.:-. ,Jr. (thc•n ] st S
gt.

, 
Btry

D
) fol' 

1
i t

•1
·i
o

cl2 2  
Apr

il 1
9

44 to 1 Oc:t o
lxl' 19'1 4  at Aitapc•

, 
J\:e \\

· Guinea, per CO
!\o.

12 2, 
U S A F F E

. 
d

at<'d 20 !\T
ay 1945. 

BRO;\.ZE; STAR MEDAL
Major Walter \\'. Housley, Jr., liq. fo1· per

i
od 22 Apl'il H)4!) to ' 

l Ju
l
y 1!)

1
.5, per GO No. 120, Hq X Coqis, da

t
ed 8 S<'ptem b

e r  HH!'l
. 

Tee 5 Carl 0. Holzhauer. Bt ry D, for pt'riod 13 .\lay 19-15 to15 Jun<' 1945,
p

er GO N o. 120, Hg X Corps, dated 8 Sept ember 1 9  L
5. 

Sgt. Ear l V. O'Ryan, Btr} D, for period 13 \f ay 19-15 t o 1:5 .June1915, per GO :\o. 120, !Iq X Corps, dated 8 Se pt embe r  1!} 43.
T Sgt. Gerald Farr, Hq Btry, for pe1·i od ."5 May 191=> to IO .J ul

y 1
9

15, P<'r GO :\'o. 120, Hq X Corps, elated 8 SL•ptl'mb pr 19-15.
S�t. G<•o1 �e H .  Kroel!er, .Jr., Btry D, fo r period 14 May 19•1."5

t
o·

1 5  Junt• 1 9
4

5, P <'r GO No. 1 1 :i, Hq X Cor p s, <lat
e

d 22 August 1!).15. 
S Sgt. \\'1lham P. H<'cke l , IIq B try, for pc•t·iod ;; .\1

11
) 1945 to 2 5  Ju m• 19-15, P< 'r GO �o. 11 I, Hq X Corp s, clale

<I 18 Augusl ]!)43. 
Is l  Lt. \Villard H. Ballard, Bt r y D, for pe l'io<I 1.3 i\la) lD-1.'"i to

20 Jun<' 1915, r><•r GO i'\o. tn. Ilq X Corps, elat ed 22 A ug u
s

f 
194:>.

S�t. Kc•nrwth B. Jordan, Blry A, •or pl'ri
o

d 1:J l\Iny 1!145 to 1: ;
J u

n e 191
5
, pe r GO :\o. 11 1. Hq X Corps, dated 18 August HJ45.

Te e  5 Ear·! E. Keary, H q Btr)-. f o r period 1 3  l\Iay 19-15 to 1:{
Jw1e 1945, per GO i\o. 111, Uq X Corps, dated 18 August 19-13. 

Te e  5 Ric hard C. Kondas, BtQ B, for pel'io
d 

15 J\.Iay 1945 to
8 J

u
ne 1913, per GO No. 111, Hq X Cor ps, dated 18 Augus

t 1!)-15. 
P

fc
. 

Leroy II
. Mars

hall, Btry
D, 

fol' pc
l'i

o cl  

8 M

a
y 

194

5 t o  

10 

June 1945, per· G O  No. 111
,

If q  X Corp
s, dntt' d  

18 Aug ust 19.15.
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Incomplete List: (Self Reported circa 1949) 










